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Nova Scotia
A widespread

commitment to
environmental
principles has out-
stripped policy formalized in 1995.
Citizens tidy highways; schools have environ-
mental programs; individual civil servants
pursue environmental issues and adopt ideas
from other provinces; people pick up their
garbage and donÕt litter the ocean.Purchasers
use Energy Star standards. The government
focus now is on principles and process.

Practices: The province uses recycled
paper products, including cardboard boxes;
a silviculture program replaces any felled
trees; solid waste is reduced via composting
and recycling.

Burned out traffic light lenses are replaced
with efficient light-emitting diodes as part of
an Atlantic Provinces and New England States
initiative. The ßeet includes diesel cars and
the Department of Energy purchases energy
efficient appliances. Several buildings have
been retroÞtted in partnership with systems
manufacturers. New schools or government
buildings follow federal guidelines for energy
efficiency.

Prince Edward Island
There is no 

formal policy,but
there is a consis-
tent insistence on
environmentally
friendly products using
independent product speciÞcations. In a man-
datory province-wide waste management pro-
gram, everyone separates all waste at source
into compost, recyclable materials and waste,
using clear garbage bags and blue recycling
boxes.The priority is a realistic conservation
agenda to continue over time.

Practices: The province uses two-sided
copiers, recycled paper, screen savers, auto
shutoff on technology and biodegradable
wrapping material. Environmental impact
and life cycle costs are evaluated case by
case.Leasing equipment downloads disposal
costs onto vendors. Despite higher costs, the
provincial ßeet now has hybrid vehicles.Road
clearing and snowplowing vehicles do multi-
ple tasks.Since 1984, the energy management

group has partnered with the private sector to
produce efficient heating and cooling schedul-
ing and lighting. A concern about rising sea
levels motivates a continued search for effici-
encies.Heat for the main government complex
is Þred by municipal waste, wood biomass
and oil. Wind power is being incorporated
and hydrogen use is being explored.

Newfoundland and Labrador 
There is no formal policy

and no speciÞc man-
agement directive,
but procurement
officers take advan-
tage of available
opportunities to buy green.

Practices: The government uses recycled
paper and envelopes and rechargeable toner
cartridges, and recycles waste paper, glass,
cans and water bottles.It explored using hybrid
cars but,since the province has no natural gas
and propane is expensive, they werenÕt a prac-
tical option.

Yukon    
There is no

formal policy
because everyone
is so careful.Tips
are gleaned from other
jurisdictions. There are well-established re-
cycling programs. The challenge is to deter-
mine green values and safety independently
Ð to Þnd a common measurement to compare
products.

Practices: The government uses refur-
bished toner cartridges and Computers for
Schools cannibalizes outdated government or
school computers or sends them to a recyc-
ling facility. Fuel conservation is practised in
Whitehorse by picking up household garbage
one week, recyclables the next.Hybrid vehicles
in the ßeet are well received.A separate power
company manages the streetlights.

Nunavut
There are no

roads,so extreme
transportation costs
govern practices.
Purchasers do every-
thing they can to meet stringent standards,
reusing everything as much as possible.

Practices: The Blue Box program includes
buying recycled paper and sending shredded
paper for recycling. The administration rec-
ords retrieval system ensures the retention of
corporate knowledge via extremely careful
paper management Ð no duplication of papers
and books, no discarding, no mess of papers
on peopleÕs desks.Scarce fresh water is recycl-
ed. Garbage is compacted, not burned. Low-
sulphur diesel fuel is the main source of power
for electricity; heat is captured off diesel man-
ifolds to heat buildings. Gasoline purchases
switched this year to low-sulphur.Small, effi-
cient ßuorescent light tubes are Þtted with
electronic ballasts in all schools and other gov-
ernment buildings.Wind and hydro are under
consideration for new electricity generation.

Northwest Territories
Established

guidelines emphasize
the procurement of
environmentally
responsible or less-
harmful products and services,
but availability is a problem. Transportation
expense limits selection and economic feasibi-
lity,especially in regions outside Yellowknife.

Practices:Energy efficient bulbs, low ßush
toilets and recycled copy paper are used in all
government buildings and social service hous-
ing. The Arctic Energy Alliance, an indepen-
dent organization funded by various govern-
ment departments, is responsible for reducing
energy consumption.
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