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on suppliers. ÒIf they have done life-cycle costing and it looks good,
weÕre going to give them higher consideration than we would somebody
who hasnÕt,Óshe says.ÒÉ itÕs up to industry to do the life-cycle costing
on their products and tell us.Ó

In municipal government the realization is dawning that, at mini-
mum, procurement policy should match a communityÕs overall policy
goals.And although RichmondÕs Bycraft admits that the effect on sup-
pliers is not yet signiÞcant,she is planning to update the guide Ð available
on the cityÕs website (www.city.richmond.bc.ca/environment/policy/
purchasing_guide/purchasing_guide) Ð to keep current with market
developments, and to keep up the pressure on suppliers with more
requirements for the bidding process. ÒNow when [companies] bid,
theyÕre going to have to complete a questionnaire that tells us [about]
their own environmental policy, the various attributes of their company,
Éany violations of the Waste Management Act,Ó she says. ÒSo they
actually have to complete these forms shortly, and theyÕre going to be
inßuenced by that.Ó

Comeau emphasizes the potential market inßuence if all three orders
of government combined their focus on green procurement.The muni-
cipal market alone is worth more than $42 billion.ÒWe are talking about,

potentially, spending power in the billions of dollars that can be used
to inßuence the supply chain as well as the municipalityÕs own perform-
ance,Óshe says.ÒThe leverage is huge.Ó

Bycraft envisions a day when green procurement is as accepted a
practice as recycling is now. ÒI want it to be Ôyou donÕt do things like
that, thatÕs antiquated, you donÕt buy stuff that pollutes, what are you
thinking?ÕÓ she says. People wonÕt even have to ask if one product is
better than another,she says,Ò [it will be] so integrated into the way we
live.Ó

Additional tools for green procurement
Federation of Canadian Municipalities information and links:
http://kn.fcm.ca/ev.php?URL_ID=1468&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&
URL_SECTION=201&reload=1047916281

International Council for Local Environmental Initiatives:
http://www.iclei.org/europe/ecoprocura/index.htm

Marja Hughes is an Ottawa-based freelance editor and writer.
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