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These studies show that buying 30 percent pcw content copy 
paper is the best value. However, a recent poll revealed 66 per-
cent of customers continue to buy virgin paper! If we only con-
sider the short-term or out-of-pocket costs we will continue to 
accept decisions which compromise our ability to meet the needs 
of the future – to paraphrase the Bruntland Commission. 

The cradle-to-cradle model is much different from the 
cradle-to-grave model we were lectured on only a few years ago. 
William McDonough’s cradle-to-cradle philosophy points out 
that nature designs it right in abundance – while people redesign 
goods for the economical advantage of a few. Visionary leaders 
see the merit of the 3Es as a formula for success. Only realizing 
two out of the three variables is not a sustainable proposition.  

For all of the wins with buying green, a short-coming to 
these tactics can be that it stops at the low hanging fruit. Going 
beyond green is the opportunity for post-2010 thinking. The 
next steps are to engage with socio-economic entities; resource 
conservation; and emissions management. These latter taxono-
mies of buying responsibly are admittedly more difficult. But 
no more difficult than business experienced when implementing 
zero defect programs or just in time manufacturing practices. 
Supply management becomes the conduit in many organiza-
tions to contribute ideas upstream and downstream, to influ-
ence the DfE options through agreenments. An agreenment is a 
deal which results in a more sustainable solution. 

Socio-economic ventures with private or public sector 
organizations connect social entrepreneurs with meaningful 
work for the disenfranchised in our communities. Since 2003, 
Vancouver’s Social Purchasing Portal has been a successful 
prototype of social enterprise in action. It has connected doz-

ens of businesses stimulating local sources of supply for goods 
and services while building community values. The Ocean 
Wise seafood conservation program encourages restaurants 
to support healthier fisheries. Vancouver’s H.A.V.E. Café and 
the BC Restaurant and Food Association culinary program 
trains people that are “employment barriered” to attain entry 
level jobs. Starworks Packing & Assembly is a social enterprise 
which competitively sells labour-intensive services, including 
the labelling of pre-packaged foods; assembling gift packs for 
natural wellness products; palletizing of electronic waste; and 
packaging Olympic pins, to name a few. Starworks was created 
to employ people with developmental disabilities. 

Supply professionals over the next decade will be dealing 
with emission management strategies. As a beginning step, 
a Province of BC edict requires public sector operations to 
prepare to be carbon neutral by July 2010. Shortly afterwards 
large private sector emitters will be monitored to develop the 
baseline for the cap and trade system which is under discus-
sions. This will tip the scales in favour of more responsible 
decisions around the design of products or infrastructural 
needs and the consumption of resources. It requires organiza-
tions to absorb externality costs through the costs being borne 
by the products they sell. Going green connects the economics 
to the environment and societal expectations.  
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